Currently, in lessons you are reading a play. Linked to
this, we are now going to write a review of the play you
are currently studying.




Lesson 1



Learning objectives:

To develop an understanding of
what makes an effective review.



DRILL

What do ¢y0u already know about writing
a review? Write down everything you
already know.

We will build on this in today’s lesson.



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

DELTA
BTt 3/5 STARS A Midsummer Night’s dream Aeodemies T

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a has made its way back on to
plastic-looking forest... Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer

Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made /
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer

Read this review of a version of

the cinema screen. Its settin . .
! i Shakespeare’s a Midsummer Night’s

includes fairies/fake forest.

from the 005, Dream made for the cinema.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-

jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek sefting Summarise each paragraph — the first
to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and .

countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during one is done for you.

preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls
down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

N A These words may help you
But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening
happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab understand the text:
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured trees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just

how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive livel
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path. IVely wWay

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances

from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over . . .
-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites. no matter how much Vista—a pleaSIng scene/wew
glitter you sprinkle on them.

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

Verdict:

Sumptuous — expensive looking

Realism — reality/real world

A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a

great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more Manufactu red — made/fa|se
than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest

update ever, but worth a look anyway.

+ A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features Enchanted — magic



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

) DELTA y
By Total Film Academies Trust

A Midsummer Night’s dream

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a has made its way back on to Read thiS review Of a VerSion Of
plastic-looking forest .. Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer the cinema screen. Its setting

Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made / . .
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer includes fairies/fake forest.

Shakespeare’s a Midsummer Night’s

from the '90s. Dream made for the cinema.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re- OVER TO YOU —

jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek setting WHAT HAPPENS IN Summarise each paragraph — the first
to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and .

countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during THE OTHER one is done for you.

preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls PARAGRAPHS?

down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

N A These words may help you
But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening
happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab understand the text:
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured trees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just

how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive livel
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path. IVely wWay

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances
from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over

-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much Vista —a pIeasing scene/view
glitter you sprinkle on them.
Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help Sumptuous _ expensive Iooking

wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

_ Realism — reality/real world
Verdict:

A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a

great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more Manufactured — made/false
than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest

update ever, but worth a look anyway.

+ A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features Enchanted — magic



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

DELTA
Sy TetEEm 3/5 STARS A Midsummer Night’s dream heodemies Trost

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a has made its way back on to Read thiS review Of a VerSion Of
plastic-looking forest .. Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer the cinema screen. Its setting

Night's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made / _ - Shakespeare’s a Midsummer Night’s
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer includes fairies/fake forest.

from the '90s. Dream made for the cinema.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-

jigs. The play's characters are transpoﬂed fr.Dm their Drigin_al Greek sefting This production is one of Summarise each paragraph — the first
to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and .

countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during \ many Shakespeare plays one is done for you.

preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls re-done for the cinema. It

down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast. opens with an expensive

But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening feast and good lighting. It These words may help you

happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab is a likeable cast. understand the text:
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured trees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just

how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive livel
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path. IVely wWay

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances
from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over

-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much Vista —a pIeasing scene/view
glitter you sprinkle on them.
Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help Sumptuous _ expensive Iooking

wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

_ Realism — reality/real world
Verdict:

A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a

great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more Manufactu red — made/fa|se
than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest

update ever, but worth a look anyway.

+ A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features Enchanted — magic



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

DELTA
Sy TetEEm 3/5 STARS A Midsummer Night’s dream heodemies Trust

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a has made its way back on to Read this review of a version of

plastic-looking forest _ Ahh_ the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer : . , ) ) ,

Night's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made / tche cmema. S:creen. Its setting Shakespeare s a Midsummer nght S
includes fairies/fake forest.

its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer
from the '90s.

Dream made for the cinema.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-

jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek sefting Summarise each paragraph —the first

This production is one of

to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and :
countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during \ many Shakespeare plays one is done for you.
preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls re-done for the cinema. It
down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast. i i

gly funny opens with an e?<per'15|ve These words may heIp you
But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening feast and good lighting. It derstand the text:
happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab is a likeable cast. understan e text.

world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured trees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just

how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive \ The setting becomes fake Iively way
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path. after the opening — this

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances
may be because of a

from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over . . .
-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much small budget. The poor Vista — a pleasing scene/view
glitter you sprinkle on them. staging is almost enough

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help to ruin the performances Sumptuous — expensive looking
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a by the actors.

great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down

the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them. Realism — rea|ity/rea| world
Verdict:

A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a

great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more Manufactured — made/false
than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest
update ever, but worth a look anyway.

» A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features Enchanted — magic



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

By Total Film 3/5 STARS

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a
plastic-looking forest... Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer

Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made /
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer

from the '90s.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-

jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek setting

to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and \
countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during

preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls

down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening
happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured frees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just
how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path.
Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances
from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over
-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much
glitter you sprinkle on them.

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

Verdict:
A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a
great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more

than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest
update ever, but worth a look anyway.

» A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features

A Midsummer Night’s dream
has made its way back on to
the cinema screen. Its setting
includes fairies/fake forest.

This production is one of
many Shakespeare plays
re-done for the cinema. It
opens with an expensive
feast and good lighting. It
is a likeable cast.

The setting becomes fake
after the opening — this
may be because of a
small budget. The poor
staging is almost enough
to ruin the performances
by the actors.

If you take away the
setting, there is some

good in the performance.

) DELTA /
Academies Trust

Read this review of a version of
Shakespeare’s a Midsummer Night'’s
Dream made for the cinema.

Summarise each paragraph — the first
one is done for you.

These words may help you
understand the text:

Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
lively way

Vista — a pleasing scene/view
Sumptuous — expensive looking
Realism - reality/real world
Manufactured — made/false

Enchanted — magic



| A Midsummer Night's Dream

By Total Film 3/5 STARS

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a
plastic-looking forest... Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer
Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer
from the '90s.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-
jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek setting
to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and
countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during
preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls
down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening
happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured frees and fairies in am-dram
costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just
how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman
either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive
visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path.
Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances
from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over
-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much
glitter you sprinkle on them.

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

Verdict:
A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a
great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more \

than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest
update ever, but worth a look anyway.

» A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features

A Midsummer Night’s dream

has made its way back on to

the cinema screen. Its setting
/ includes fairies/fake forest.

This production is one of

\ many Shakespeare plays

re-done for the cinema. It
opens with an expensive
feast and good lighting. It
is a likeable cast.

The setting becomes fake
after the opening — this
may be because of a
small budget. The poor
staging is almost enough
to ruin the performances
by the actors.

If you take away the
setting, there is some

good in the performance.

Not amazing,
but overall
worth watching.

) DELTA /
Academies Trust

Read this review of a version of
Shakespeare’s a Midsummer Night'’s
Dream made for the cinema.

Summarise each paragraph — the first
one is done for you.

These words may help you
understand the text:

Frolicking — to move in a cheerful or
lively way

Vista — a pleasing scene/view
Sumptuous — expensive looking
Realism - reality/real world
Manufactured — made/false

Enchanted — magic



) DELTA /
Academies Trust

Further develop your knowledge:

https://youtu.be/kUxm1tDhQ2g

Watch the clip.
Make notes about what you learn about REVIEW WRITING.


https://youtu.be/kUxm1tDhO2g

| A Midsummer Night's Dream

: DELTA y
By Total Film 3/5 STARS Academies Trust

Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a
plastic-looking forest... Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer
Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made
its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer
from the '90s.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-
jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek setting
to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas, piazzas and
countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during
preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls
down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

’s th
But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening What S t e

happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab

world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured frees and fairies in am-dram

costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just St ru Ctu re ?
how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman

either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive

visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path.

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances

from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over

-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much

glitter you sprinkle on them.

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a
great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down
the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

Verdict:
A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a
great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more

than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest
update ever, but worth a look anyway.

» A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features
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Fairies with sewn-on wings and glitter all over their faces, frolicking in a Introduction — what are we
plastic-looking forest... Ahh, the magic of modern cinema. A Midsummer reviewing?

Might's Dream, one of Shakespeare's most popular comedies, has made 8!

its way back to the big screen - but, oddly, without all the FX-finery on offer

from the '90s.

Hoffman's piece is the latest in a mixed bag of cinematic Shakespeare re-

jigs. The play's characters are transported from their original Greek setting

to early 20th-century Tuscany, a sweeping vista of villas. piazzas and Whereis it set? What is it
countryside. It opens well, with small lights darting about during 2

preparations for a sumptuous feast as the scene-setting prologue scrolls about?
down the screen to introduce the charmingly funny, likeable cast.

’s th
But once the action shifts to the enchanted forest something frightening What S t e

happens. Realism comes crashing down and we're shoved into a prefab T ; 5 ;
world of foam-rubber rocks, manufactured trees and fairies in am-dram Opinion — what’s bad? What’s

costumes. Recent fantasies like FairyTale: A True Story have shown just o) £ - St ru Ctu re?
- nas | good? Include specific details.

how convincing Puck's friends can be on the big screen, but Hoffman

either didn't have the budget required to achieve similarly impressive

visuals, or - for some reason - deliberately chose not to take the CGI path.

Special effects are few and far between and, despite strong performances

from Pfeiffer and Everett, the magical world falls flat. Fabric wings and over

-the-top costumes don't make for believable sprites, no matter how much

glitter you sprinkle on them.

Kline just about manages to pull this section along but you can't help Further details — more
wishing that they'd hurry up and get back to the Tuscan reality. There is a opinion.

great movie and a talented cast hidden somewhere in there - knock down

the clunky polystyrene obstacles and you might just find them.

Verdict:

A tale of fairies, lovers and actors may not be everyone's idea of a

great night out, but the acting in this Shakespearean comedy more Overa" Verdlct/Oplnlon. DO

than compensates for the lack of visual magic. Not the greatest 1
update ever, but worth a look anyway. you aSVISe people to gO and
see it?

» A Midsummer Night's Dream News and Features



Stop and Jot: What makes an effective review?



Think about
adjectives

Include
information
about what
happens in the
PLOT and
CHARACTERS

Include your
opinion

Stop and Jot: What makes an effective review?

Engaging
introduction

Lively, chatty
style

What'’s the setting

like?

Humour — can
you add
something to
make your
reader laugh




Lesson 2



Learning objectives:

To apply your knowledge by
writing a review about the play
you are currently studying.



DRILL

What do you remember about
review writing from last lesson?
Write down everything you
remember.



A review should include:

- Alively introduction which clearly sets out what you’re writing
about.

- 3 developed paragraphs:

Plot — what happens?

Characters

Good bits — adjectives to match/bad bits — adjectives to match

- ldeas and language suitable for the lively and chatty style.

- End with a conclusion/verdict — 5 STARS



) DELTA /
Use the grid to plan your ideas... Academies Trust

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 Paragraph 3

What happens in the play? Ae there any characters you What is your favourite bit? Can
like or don’t like? you explain why?
Can you give some specific What'’s your worst bit? Can you
details about the characters explain why?

and what they do?



WRITE YOUR REVIEW...



Read your REVIEW out to someone
else in your house.

Does it make sense? What needs to
change? What would make it
better?

RE-DRAFT.
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